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THE  84th  CONGRESS  AND  THE  UNITED  NATIONS 


This  Newsletter  is  an  attempt  to  evaluate  Congressional  actions  and  attitudes  toward  the  United  Nations 
during  the  period  from  January  5,  1955,  when  the  first  Session  of  the  84th  Congress  convened,  to  the  close 
of  the  second  session  in  late  July  1956. 

The  United  Nations  dining  this  period  has  taken  steps  which  tend  to  increase  its  statme  in  American 
public  opinion.  Expressions  of  support  for  its  work  have  come  from  leaders  in  the  Executive  Branch 
and  the  Congress.  Open  attacks  upon  it  in  the  84th  Congress  have  been  few.  However,  certain  actions 
on  the  part  of  Congress  in  relation  to  appropriations  for  the  UN,  and  approval  of  various  UN  agencies 
and  proposed  agencies  show  either  a  lack  of  imderstanding  of  the  issues  involved,  or  an  imwillingness 
to  expand  the  United  Nations  to  its  fullest  potential  in  the  work  of  building  a  peaceful  world.  Events 
in  recent  days  also  seem  to  indicate  that  Congressional  support  of  UN  activities  is  not  as  strong  as 


may  have  previously  been  assumed. 


UN  HAS  WIDE  U.S.  PUBLIC  ACCEPTANCE 

The  Gallup  poll  of  October  21,  1955,  reports  that  80% 
of  the  American  people  believe  that  the  United  Nations 
is  doing  a  “good  or  fair  job”  in  trying  to  solve  the 
problems  it  has  had  to  face. 

Some  reasons  for  the  substantial  and  growing  support 
are: 

•  The  work  of  the  UN  and  its  Specialized  Agencies  in 
areas  of  information,  technical  assistance,  and  in  its 
attacks  on  poverty,  disease  and  illiteracy. 

•  The  two  successful  missions  carried  out  by  UN 
Secretary-General  Dag  Hammarskjold.  Eleven  American 
fliers  convicted  as  “spies”  by  the  Chinese  Communists 
after  their  plane  was  shot  down  during  the  Korean  War, 
were  released  by  the  Peiping  government  on  August  1, 
1955,  following  negotiations  with  Hammarskjold.  Presi¬ 
dent  Eisenhower  extended  the  thanks  of  the  United 
States  to  “all  who  have  contributed  to  this  hiunanitarian 
result,  particiilarly  the  United  Nations  and  its  Secretary- 
General.” 

•  War  was  halted  when  Dag  Hammarskjold  negotiated 
a  cease-fire  between  Israel  and  her  Arab  neighbors 
during  a  tense  Middle  East  crisis  in  the  spring  of  1956 
that  threatened  to  explode  into  all-out  conflict.  The 
UN  mission  was  imdertaken  after  sponsorship  in  the 
Security  Coimcil  by  the  United  States. 

•  Two  developments  of  great  significance  in  the  field 
of  the  peaceful  uses  of  atomic  energy.  One  was  the 


sponsorship  by  the  United  Nations  of  the  Conference 
on  the  Peaceful  Uses  of  Atomic  Energy  in  Geneva, 
August  8-20,  1955,  where  channels  of  scientific  com- 
mimication  were  re-opened.  The  second  was  the  ap¬ 
proval  on  April  19,  1956,  by  the  drafting  conference 
of  twelve  nations  of  a  plan  for  an  International  Atomic 
Energy  Agency.  The  draft  statute  must  now  be  approved 
by  an  84-nation  conference  in  New  York  in  September, 
and  then  will  be  open  for  ratification. 

•  The  existence  of  UN  headquarters  in  the  United 
States— one  of  the  chief  tourist  attractions  in  New  York 
City.  Visitors  average  about  3,000  per  day. 

Administration  and  Congressional  Leadership 
Support  UN;  Vocal  Minority  Opposed 

Congressional  opinion  appears  to  reflect  the  public  ac¬ 
ceptance  and  approval  of  the  UN.  President  Eisenhower, 
in  his  State  of  the  Union  messages  to  Congress,  and 
other  statements,  has  given  strong  support  to  the  UN 
as  have  Secretary  of  State  John  Foster  Dulles,  and 
other  Adminstration  leaders.  Members  of  Congress 
through  statements  on  the  floor  and  in  committee  re¬ 
ports,  also  regard  the  UN  as  vital  to  the  welfare  of 
the  United  States. 

Despite  general  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  United 
Nations,  there  continue  to  be  attacks  in  Congress  against 
it.  Objections  take  the  form  of  speeches  on  the  floor, 
attempts  to  cut  appropriations  for  the  UN  and  Special¬ 
ized  Agencies,  and  bills  and  resolutions  protesting  some 
United  Nations  action.  Perhaps  the  most  extreme  ex¬ 
pression  of  disapproval  can  be  foimd  in  a  bill  (H.  R. 
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3296) ,  introduced  by  Congressman  Usher  L.  Burdick  of 
North  Dakota  in  the  First  Session,  to  revoke  United 
States  membership  in  the  United  Nations.  This  was 
never  reported  out  of  Committee. 

Members  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  and  the  House 
Foreign  Affairs  Committees  are,  on  the  whole,  extremely 
well  informed  and  sympathetic  with  the  aims  and  ideals 
of  the  UN.  The  Carnahan  Subconmiittee  in  the  House 
has,  for  example,  recently  made  a  very  friendly  and 
scholarly  review  of  the  Specialized  Agencies.  But  the 
members  of  the  Appropriations  Committees  in  both 
houses  who  have  the  very  important  task  of  approving 
U.  S.  contributions  are  often  much  less  aware  of  the 
importance  of  the  UN  and  are  inclined  to  give  budget 
reductions  first  priority. 

Bricker  Amendment  While  not  specifically  involving 
'  the  UN,  many  persons  have  felt 

the  proposed  Bricker  Amendment  to  limit  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  treaty  making  power  was  an  attempt  to  reduce 
U.  S.  participation  in  international  organizations  such 
as  the  UN  and  the  Specialized  Agencies.  In  the  83rd 
Congress  the  milder  substitute  for  the  Bricker  Amend¬ 
ment  of  Senator  Walter  F.  George  of  Georgia  came 
within  one  vote  of  being  approved.  The  issue  flared 
briefly  to  life  this  Session  when  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee  on  March  5,  1956,  voted  11  -  2  to  report  a 
revised  amendment,  sponsored  by  Senator  Everett  M. 
Dirksen  of  Illinois,  to  the  Senate  floor.  When  President 
Eisenhower  indicated  his  possible  opposition,  the  resolu¬ 
tion  was  pressed  no  further.  On  July  11,  1956,  the 
Senate  by  voice  vote  passed  a  bill,  S.  147,  requiring 
that  the  Senate  be  informed  of  the  contents  of  all  inter¬ 
national  agreements  other  than  treaties  within  60  days 
of  their  execution.  Senator  Bricker  termed  it  “a  step 
in  the  right  direction.”  The  bill  died  in  the  House 
Foreign  Affairs  Committee. 

Secretary  of  State  Dulles’  statement  to  the  Senate  For¬ 
eign  Relations  Committee  on  April  6,  1952,  that  the 
U.  S.  woiild  not  sign  the  Human  Rights  Covenant  or 
any  other  such  treaty,  thereby  accomplishing  Senator 
Bricker’s  purpose  indirectly,  is  one  reason  there  has 
been  relatively  little  concern  in  Congress  over  the 
Bricker  Amendment  this  session. 


During  the  past  two  years  Congress  has  had  before  it 
at  least  five  distinct  problems  involving  the  UN — 


Fiscal  Year  Fiscal  Year  Approximate 
1956  1957  Percentage 

of  U.S. 

In  Millions  Contribution 

Fiscal  Year 
1956 

UN 

$13.2 

$16.1 

33-1/3% 

UN  Technical  Assistance* 

15.5 

15.5 

50 

UN  Children’s  Fund* 

9.7 

10 

57.5 

World  Health  Organization  3. 

3.4 

33-1/3 

UNESCO 

2.7 

3.1 

30 

UN  Refugee  Fund 

12 

127 

33-1/3 

International  Civil 

Aviation  Organization 

.88 

.93 

33.31 

*  The  UN  operates  on  a  calendar  year,  the  U.  S.  on  a  fiscal  ^ 
year;  and  some  confusion  results.  $14.5  million  was  appropriated  S 
for  UNICEF  ^  and  $24  million  for  technical  assistance  for  18  1 1 
months  beginning  July,  1955.  $10  million  was  appropriated  for 

UNICEF  and  $15.5  million  for  technical  assistance  for  calendar 
year  1957. 

This  table  does  not  reveal  the  fact  that  before  the  6na1 
figure  is  reached  there  is  often  a  bitter  battle  in  Con¬ 
gress  to  maintain  the  amoimt  needed  to  carry  on  these 
programs.  For  example,  early  in  the  First  Session  on 
a  supplemental  request  for  UN  Technical  Assistance 
for  $8  million  for  the  first  six  months  of  1955,  the 
House  Appropriations  Committee  cut  the  requested  ap¬ 
propriation  in  half.  On  the  floor  of  the  House,  attempts 
to  delete  the  provision  entirely  and  to  cut  it  from  $4 
million  to  $2.5  million  were  both  defeated.  In  the  closing 
days  of  the  Second  Session  the  House  cut  the  authorized 
U.  S.  contribution  to  the  UN  Technical  Assistance  Pro¬ 
gram  for  1957  by  over  one-third — from  $15.5  million 
to  $10  million.  The  Senate  on  July  20  by  voice  vote 
approved  the  full  $15.5  million  for  1957,  but  added  an  ' 
amendment  sponsored  by  Senator  William  F.  Knowland 
of  California  warning  that  hereafter  the  U.  S.  would  j 
contribute  only  33-1/3%  of  the  UN  Technical  Assisteince  j 
Program  budget.  Several  years  ago  the  U.  S.  contributed  j 
60%  and  is  now  providing  50%.  , 

Percentage  Problem  | 

The  percentage  of  the  total  UN  program  which  the  1 
United  States  should  contribute  has  aroused  a  great 
deal  of  discussion.  The  issue  arises  chiefly  because  of 
the  great  wealth  and  resources  of  the  United  States 
as  compared  with  the  remainder  of  the  world.  Some  in 
the  United  States  believe  that  control  and  number  of  ( 
UN  personnel  should  be  commensurate  with  size  of  con-  ^ 
tribution,  but  this  is  difficult  to  reconcile  with  the  com-  | 
position  of  the  UN  as  a  body  of  nations  having  equal  j 


1.  APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  UN  ACTIVITIES 

Perhaps  the  most  important  single  indication  of  United 
States  support  of  the  UN  are  the  appropriations  by  the 
Congress  for  the  activities  of  the  UN  and  its  Specialized 
Agencies. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  Congressional 
appropriations  for  the  UN  and  several  of  the  UN 
agencies  for  fiscal  years  1956  and  1957.  The  chart  also 
indicates  what  percentage  of  the  total  UN  program  was 
contributed  by  the  United  States  since  this  fact  has 
assumed  increasing  importance  in  the  minds  of  members 
of  Congress: 


status.  j 

The  result  has  been  a  drive  to  reduce  the  percentage  i 
of  the  United  States  contribution.  Generally,  the  figure  i 
mentioned  is  33-1/3%,  which  has  been  the  level  of  U.  S. 
contribution  for  general  activities  of  the  UN  for  several  | 
years  past.  (In  1956  the  USSR  was  assessed  15.3%,  ! 
Great  Britain  8.5%,  France  6.2%,  China  5.6%,  Canada 
3.6%,  India  3.3%.) 

The  question  must  be  raised,  however,  whether  the 
33-1/3%  figure  is  being  used  to  make  U.  S.  policy 
uniform  or  as  a  general  excuse  to  lower  U.  S.  contribu¬ 
tions  which  exceed  that  percentage.  Congress  has  not 
stopped  at  33-1/3%.  The  final  amoimt  appropriated  for 
the  UN  Refugee  Fund  for  1957  was  only  28.8%  al- 
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though  the  request  was  for  a  one-third  contribution. 
On  many  UN  programs  the  percentage  is  much  lower, 
4.3%  for  the  Universal  Postal  Union,  for  example.  The 
Senate  on  April  19,  1956  voted  to  limit  U.  S.  percentage 
contributions  to  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization 
and  the  International  Labor  Organization  to  the  present 
level — 31.5%  of  the  total  FAO  budget  and  25%  of  the 
total  ILO  budget.  This  bill  died  in  the  House  without 
action,  however. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  the  U.  S.  support  for  UN 
programs  should  be  increasing  rather  than  lessening, 
and  it  would  be  unfortunate  if  a  percentage  figiure 
should  stand  in  the  way.  In  this  country  the  ability- 
to-pay  theory  has  been  foimd  the  most  equitable  method 
on  which  to  base  support  of  activities  of  benefit  to  all. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  advisable  to  base  contributions  to 
the  UN  on  national  income,  needs  and  capacities,  or 
some  similar  formula,  rather  than  rigid  percentage 
limitations. 


The  Cost  of  the  UN  to  You 

56c  per  person  per  year — ^for  the  United  Nations,  UN 
specialized  agencies,  and  special  aid  programs 
such  as  UNICEF,  UNETAP,  and  UNREF,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  UN  Information  Center. 

compared  with 

$400.  per  person  per  year — for  the  United  States  budget 
for  arms  and  defense  appropriations,  according  to 
The  New  York  Times  Current  Affairs  publica¬ 
tion,  “The  United  Nations,”  February,  1955. 


2.  UN  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE  AND 
ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT 

Technical  Assistance — ^The  UN  Technical  Assistance 
Program  is  designed  mainly  to 
[  pass  on  a  great  variety  of  knowledge  and  skills  in  fields 
such  as  medicine,  agriculture,  industry  and  government 
I  from  one  person  to  another.  Although  it  has  come  imder 
considerable  fire  by  some  members  of  Congress,  it  has 
received  strong  support  from  the  State  Department, 
from  special  Congressional  Committees,  and  others  close 
ito  the  United  Nations. 

A  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Subcommittee  on  May  7, 
1956  (S.  Rept.  1956)  firmly  endorsed  the  program  and 
answered  many  of  the  objections  raised  in  Congress. 
The  Report  lists  advantages  of  the  UN  program:  it 
“affords  a  means  of  utilizing  the  resources  of  other 
nations”;  it  is  “particularly  appropriate  in  fields  where 
bilateral  efforts  are  likely  to  encounter  national  sensitiv¬ 
ities  and  resistance  on  the  grotmds  of  outside  inter¬ 
ference”;  it  seems  to  have  fewer  recruiting  problems 
than  the  United  States  program  and  can  draw  upon 
the  entire  world  for  technicians. 

In  the  study  is  a  significant  statement  in  regard  to  per¬ 
centage  contributions:  “The  subconunitte  believes  that 
the  United  States  should  continue  to  support  the  UN 
program.  An  increase  in  the  absolute  amount  of  the 
United  States  contribution  to  the  program  might  be 
justified,  if  the  President  and  Congress  so  determined, 
provided  that  other  coimtries  also  increased  their  con¬ 
tributions  and  that  the  United  States  contribution  did 
not  increase  percentagewise  from  its  present  level  of 
approximately  50  percent.  In  time  this  percentage  might 
be  reduced  stiU  further,  but  precipitous  action  to  this 


end  should  not  be  taken.  The  subcommittee  notes  with 
approval  that  in  recent  years  while  the  percentage  of 
the  United  States  contributions  has  gradually  decreased, 
the  total  size  of  the  UN  program  has  gradually  in¬ 
creased.” 

David  Owen,  Chairman  of  the  UN  Technical  Assistance 
Board,  has  suggested  that  this  program  can  be  trebled 
in  the  next  five  years  and  expanded  much  beyond  that 
if  a  SUNFED  program  should  be  approved.  There  is 
ample  opportunity  for  the  U.  S.  to  channel  increasing 
sums  through  the  UN  program  since,  at  the  present 
time,  only  about  10%  of  U.  S.  technical  assistance  money 
is  spent  through  the  UN  and  the  remainder  through 
the  bilateral  program. 

IFC — Congress  in  the  First  Session  took  a  further  step 
in  meeting  the  needs  of  economically  underde¬ 
veloped  countries  by  authorizing  United  States  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  proposed  International  Finance  Corpora¬ 
tion.  The  IFC  would  underwrite  the  flow  of  risk  capital 
from  private  sources  through  loan  arrangements  more 
liberal  than  those  of  the  International  Bank,  with  which 
it  is  affiliated. 

SUNFED — ^The  new  IFC,  however,  will  not  take  the 
place  of  the  proposed  Special  United  Nations 
Fimd  for  Economic  Development  (SUNFED) .  SUNFED 
is  designed  to  provide,  through  grants  or  long-term 
loans  with  little  or  no  interest,  fimds  to  build  roads, 
schools,  hospitals,  commxmication  facilities,  and  many 
other  projects.  The  official  U.  S.  position  has  been  that 
a  contribution  cannot  be  afforded  until  savings  from 
disarmament  are  available.  Over  $250  million  is  now 
being  spent  annually  for  bilateral  economic  aid. 

There  were  strong  expressions  of  support  for  SUNFED 
during  both  sessions  of  Congress.  On  June  29,  1956, 
Senator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey,  of  Minnesota,  introduced 
an  amendment  on  the  Senate  floor  to  the  Mutual 
Security  authorization  bill,  calling  upon  the  President 
in  his  preparation  of  future  mutual  security  programs 
to  “take  fully  into  accoxmt  the  desirability  of  affirm¬ 
atively  promoting  the  economic  development  of  xmder- 
developed  countries.” 

This  amendment  was  accepted  by  the  Senate  and  the 
Conference  Committee  and  is  now  law.  From  the  tenor 
of  the  remarks  made  by  Senator  Humphrey  in  pro¬ 
posing  the  amendment  and  his  references  to  the  de¬ 
sirability  of  SUNFED,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Administration  will  feel  this  provision  gives  the  neces¬ 
sary  approval  to  pledge  a  contribution  towards  SUNFED 
during  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

3.  UN  CHARTER  REVIEW 

If  the  United  Nations  is  to  grow  and  expand,  some 
changes  in  the  fundamental  UN  Charter  will  be  neces¬ 
sary.  This  was  recognized  in  Article  109  of  the  Charter, 
which  specifically  provided  for  the  possibility  of  call¬ 
ing  of  a  Charter  Review  Conference  at  ^e  Tenth 
Annual  Session  of  the  General  Assembly.  In  determin¬ 
ing  United  States  sentiment  on  Charter  Review,  a 
Subcommittee  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Com¬ 
mittee  held  18  days  of  hearings  in  11  major  cities 
throughout  the  country  in  1954  and  1955.  12  staff 

studies,  a  number  of  interim  reports,  and  a  final  report 
on  Charter  Review  were  issued  by  the  Subcommittee. 

The  position  adopted  by  the  United  States  Government 
at  the  Tenth  General  Assembly  was  that  Charter  Re- 
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view  should  not  be  undertaken  immediately,  on  the 
ground  that  such  discussions  might  result  in  the  weak¬ 
ening  of  the  UN.  The  United  States  voted  for  a  UN 
Resolution,  which  was  adopted,  providing  that  a  Charter 
Review  conference  not  be  held  until  the  time  is  “ap¬ 
propriate.”  The  determination  of  such  a  date  was  left 
to  the  1957  General  Assembly. 

4.  QUESTION  OF  CHINESE  REPRESENTATION 

During  the  Tenth  General  Assembly  in  1955,  16  new 
countries  were  admitted  to  the  UN,  bringing  the  total 
number  of  coimtries  to  76.  A  House  resolution,  H. 
Res.  370,  approved  on  April  16,  1956,  urges  the  ad¬ 
mission  of  three  more  countries — Japan,  the  Republic 
of  Korea,  and  the  Republic  of  Vietnam. 

There  are  great  advantages  in  a  UN  where  all  nations 
and  people  are  represented,  and  governments  can  feel 
the  weight  of  world  opinion.  While  there  is  support 
for  this  view  in  Congress,  there  remains  the  long¬ 
standing  and  highly  controversial  questions  of  which 
government — ^the  People’s  Republic  of  China  or  Chiang’s 
Republic  of  China — shall  represent  China  in  the  UN. 

The  House  voted  391-0  on  July  18,  1956,  and  the  Senate 
voted  86-0  on  July  23,  1956,  against  seating  Commxmist 
China  in  the  UN.  In  1951,  1953,  1954,  1955  and  1956, 
amendments  to  appropriations  bills  strongly  disapproved 
seating  Communist  China.  With  the  recent  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Senator  William  F.  Knowland  as  one  of  the 
U.  S.  delegates  to  the  11th  General  Assembly,  it  seems 
apparent  that  the  United  States  will  again  oppose 
Communist  Chinese  representation.  Senator  Knowland 
has  been  quoted  as  saying:  “If  the  appeasers  force  Red 
China  in  I  shall  devote  the  balance  of  my  life  to  taking 
the  United  States  out  [of  the  United  Nations.]” 

5.  SOVIET  PARTICIPATION  IN  UN 
ACTIVITIES 

The  International  Labor  Organization  has  been  the 
subject  of  considerable  discussion  during  the  past  ses¬ 
sion  of  Congress.  William  L.  McGrath,  American 
employer  delegate  in  1954  and  1955,  has  urged  that  the 
U.  S.  withdraw  from  the  ILO  on  the  groimd  that  the 
Soviet  “employer”  delegates  are  in  fact  merely  addit¬ 
ional  government  delegates.  (Each  country  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  ILO  is  entitled  to  four  votes — two  from  gov¬ 
ernment,  one  each  from  employee  and  employer 
representatives. ) 

The  issue  came  to  a  head  on  April  19,  1956,  when  the 
Senate  by  a  vote  of  43-40  approved  an  amendment 
offered  by  Senator  Bricker  which  restricts  U.  S.  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  ILO  if  Soviet  bloc  employer  and  em¬ 
ployee  delegates  vote  in  ILO  proceedings.  This  measiure 
died  in  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee. 

While  the  question  of  the  proper  method  of  classifying 
Soviet  representatives  requires  consideration,  it  does 
not  seem  necessary  to  conclude  that  the  United  States 
should  withdraw  from  the  ILO  or  limit  its  contribution 


to  it.  It  would  seem  much  more  desirable  to  continue 
to  be  fully  active  in  the  ILO  in  order  to  ensure  that 
the  principles  advocated  by  U.  S.  representatives  are 
adopted.  This  problem  has  been  recognized,  and  an 
ILO  Subcommittee  is  now  looking  into  the  matter  of 
“employer”  representation  on  the  part  of  member  Com¬ 
munist  states. 


Criticism  of  the  ILO  is  only  one  part  of  an  attack  by 
some  members  of  Congress  who  object  to  the  mere 
presence  of  Communist  coimtries  in  the  UN  and  UN 
Agencies.  But  these  international  organizations  must 
have  all  the  nations  represented  in  their  many  activities 
if  they  are  to  achieve  maximum  effectiveness  in  pro¬ 
moting  mutual  imderstanding  and  peace. 


QUESTIONS  AWAITING  THE  85th  CONGRESS 

Most  of  the  questions  facing  the  84th  Congress  will 
confront  the  new  Congress  in  January,  1957.  In  ad. 
dition,  there  is  a  whole  new  range  of  issues  dealt  with 
by  the  UN  which  should  receive  much  more  attention 
from  the  Congress.  Disarmament  has  been  seriously 
discussed  only  by  the  newly  created  Subcommittee  on 
Disarmament  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Com* 
mittee,  headed  by  Senator  Humphrey  of  Minnesota. 
Colonialism  and  independence,  the  greatest  issues  in 
the  minds  of  millions  of  persons,  are  seldom  mentioned, 
except  in  reference  to  “Soviet  colonialism.”  Much 
greater  efforts  should  be  made  to  use  the  good  offices 
of  the  UN  to  prevent  shooting  wars  from  develop¬ 
ing  out  of  tense  political  situations.  No  sustained 
thinking  has  been  done  on  how  to  perfect  the  methods 
of  settling  international  disputes  without  resort  to 
violence  or  threats  of  violence.  And  while  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  nuclear  weapons  of  great  magnitude  is 
strongly  supported,  there  has  been  little  emphasis  on 
the  peaceful  uses  of  atomic  energy. 


Some  Useful  Free  Publications 

Copies  of  the  following  can  be  obtained  by  writ¬ 
ing  to  yoiir  Senator  or  Congressman; 

“Technical  Assistance  and  Related  Problems” — 
Senate  Report  No.  1956.  Also  available,  staff 
studies  from  the  Subcommittee  on  Technical  Assis¬ 
tance. 

“Review  of  the  UN  Charter” —  Senate  Report 
No.  1797. 

“Report  on  the  Tenth  Session  of  the  United  Nations 
General  Assembly” — Union  Calendar  No.  709 
(House  Report  No.  1980.) 

“U.  S.  Contributions  to  International  Organiza¬ 
tions” — House  Document  No.  337. 

“U.  S.  Participation  in  the  United  Nations” — 
House  Document  No.  455. 


Enclosure:  Voting  Record:  “The  Christian  Citizen  Looks  at  the  84th  Congress.”  Votes  on  two  issues  discussed  in  this 
Newsletter  are  recorded — ^House  vote  on  technical  assistance  and  Senate  vote  on  limiting  contributions  to  the 
ILO — as  well  as  many  others.  Extra  copies  10c  each. 


1. 


The  Christian  Citizen 
Looks  At  The  84th  Congress 


INDIVIDUAL  VOTING  RECORDS 
OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  U.S  SENATE 
AND  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


Selected  Key  Issues 

JULY  6, 1956 


-  PREPARED  BY  CONGRESSIONAL  QUARTERLY  - 

In  consultation  with  representatives  of  Council  on  Christian  Social  Progress  of  the  American 
Baptist  Convention,  Brethren  Service  Commission,  Council  for  Social  Action  of  the  Congregational 
Christian  Churches,  Commission  on  Christian  Social  Action  of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church,  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  Board  for  Christian  Social  Actian  of  the 
American  Lutheran  Church,  Division  of  Public  Relations  of  the  National  Lutheran  Council,  Board 
of  Social  Missions  of  the  United  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  Board  of  Temperance  of  The  Metho* 
dist  Church,  Board  of  World  Peace  of  The  Methodist  Church,  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service  of  The  Methodist  Church,  Department  of  Social  Education  and  Action  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  U.S.A.,  Department  of  Social  Welfare  of  the  United  Christian  Missionary  Society. 


The  Christian  Citizen  And  Congress 


“It  is  impossible  to  split  man’s  life  between  those  things  which  affect  him  as  an  indlvlclual  person 
or  as  a  member  of  a  church  and  those  things  which  affect  his  life  as  a  citizen.  The  providence  of  God 
extends  to  the  life  of  communities  and  nations*  and  Christian  love  should  extend  to  all  neig^ibors  and 
should  concern  itself  with  the  social  and  economic  and  political  conditions  which  influence  the  welfare 
of  those  neighbors.” 


A  Christian  citizen  should  accept  willingly  and  with  a  sense  of 
mission  all  the  responsibilities  which  devolve  upon  any  citizen.  He 
should  in  addition  bring  to  bear  on  the  exercise  of  his  citizenship 
all  the  insights,  all  the  moral  imperatives,  which  stem  from  his 
Christian  faith  and  convictions.  He  should  in  a  real  and  effective 
way  confess  Christ  to  be  Lord  of  all  life,  both  personal  and  public. 

This  is  not  an  easy  task.  It  involves  the  need  to  be  well  in¬ 
formed  on  the  complex  issues  of  national  and  international  life.  It 
requires  skill  in  translating  general  Christian  principles  into  the 
specifics  of  political  action.  It  brings  the  love  of  Christ  to  focus 
on  the  needs  and  aspirations  of  people  everywhere —  the  intricate 
problems  of  homeless  refugees,  the  ill-housed,  the  jobless,  the 
children  who  need  schools  and  teachers,  the  people  of  racial  and 
religious  minorities. 

One  of  the  areas  in  which  Christian  citizenship  may  be  pointed¬ 
ly  exercised  is  the  relationship  of  the  individual  citizen  to  the 
members  of  Congress.  In  a  democracy  such  as  ours,  the  legisla¬ 
ture  is  the  basic  source  of  public  policy.  Its  members  represent 
the  people  who  elect  them,  and  must  answer  to  the  people  for  the 
decisions  which  they  make. 

During  the  term  of  office  of  a  member  of  Congress,  any  citizen 
may  present  to  him  in  writing  or  by  personal  contact  his  point  of 
view  regarding  public  issues.  A  legislator  may  disregard  such 
expressions  of  opinion  or  take  them  into  account  in  arriving  at  his 
course  of  action.  At  election  time,  however,  the  people  exercise 
the  ultimate  authority  by  electing  or  rejecting  a  candidate  for  the 
House  or  the  Senate. 

In  1956,  all  the  seats  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  one- 
third  of  the  seats  in  the  Senate  must  be  filled  in  the  forthcoming 
election.  Many  of  these  will  involve  the  present  incumbents, 
seeking  re-election.  Other  candidates  will  be  seeking  office  for 
the  first  time.  The  actions  taken  and  commitments  made  by  those 
who  are  elected  will  help  to  set  the  course  for  the  United  States 
for  many  years  to  come.  This  places  a  serious  responsibility 
on  each  citizen  to  vote  for  the  men  and  women  who  will  be  most 
likely  to  provide  far-seeing  and  intelligent  leadership. 

In  the  case  of  those  who  are  up  for  re-election,  their  legisla¬ 
tive  record  provides  one  yardstick  by  which  their  statesmanship 
may  be  judged.  The  accompanying  tally  of  roll  call  votes  on  cer¬ 
tain  key  issues  in  the  House  and  Senate,  is  an  effort  to  provide  a 
tool  for  use  in  an  objective  appraisal.  It  is  offered  in  the  con¬ 
sciousness  that  such  a  tool  has  certain  basic  limitations: 

1.  There  are  several  ways  of  voting  in  Congress.  One  is  by 
voice  vote  or  show  of  hands.  Another  is  by  teller  count,  with  a 
division  into  Yeas  and  Nays,  without  the  names  being  recorded. 
The  third  is  the  roll  call  vote,  where  each  man’s  vote  becomes 
part  of  the  record.  Some  of  the  most  crucial  issues  are  never 
brought  to  a  roll  call  vote.  The  selection  of  key  issues  which  can 
be  reported  is  therefore  limited. 

2.  Bills  which  are  brought  to  a  roll  call  vote  are  seldom 
narrowed  down  to  a  single  issue.  Several  issues,  some  of  them 
conflicting,  are  often  present  in  the^  same  piece  of  legislation. 
This  gives  rise  to  a  criss-crossing  of  motives  in  deciding  what 
position  to  take,  and  may  lead  to  serious  misjudging  of  the 
meaning  of  a  particular  person’s  vote. 


3.  The  stage  of  the  consideration  of  a  bill  at  which  a  record 
vote  is  taken  often  limits  its  significance.  Voting  on  crucial 
amendments  is  sometimes  more  revealing  of  a  legislator’s  view¬ 
point  than  the  final  vote  on  the  whole  bill  after  it  is  amended.  If 
the  final  vote  is  the  only  one  on  which  a  roll  call  is  taken,  the  re¬ 
sult  may  be  misleading. 

4.  Conflict  of  sectional  interest  with  national  interest  is  often 
reflected  in  roll  call  votes,  since  the  voting  record  is  available  to 
the  home  constituency.  This  results  in  patternized  voting,  and  re¬ 
duces  the  significance  of  the  individual’s  vote. 

5.  Oversimplification  of  complex  issues  produces  a  tendency 
to  judge  a  man  as  having  “voted  right’’  or  “voted  wrong’’  when 
fuller  knowledge  of  his  motives  and  of  his  reasoning  in  reaching  his 
decision  might  reverse  the  appraisal. 

These  limitations  and  dangers  were  kept  in  mind  in  the  choice 
of  issues  on  which  roll  call  votes  should  be  reported.  An  effort  was 
made  to  select  those  votes  in  which  the  issues  were  the  most 
clearly  defined  and  the  most  meaningful  in  terms  of  Christian 
principles.  Some  of  the  urgent  matters  before  Congress  were 
necessarily  omitted,  for  lack  of  a  significant  roll  call  vote.  Within 
these  limits,  the  roll  call  votes  recorded  here  may  be  used  as  a 
source  of  factual  information,  and  as  a  partial  means  of  appraising 
the  record  of  the  members  of  Congress. 

As  this  is  written,  the  84th  Congress  is  still  in  session.  It 
is  expected  to  adjourn  late  in  July.  After  this  pamphlet  has  gone 
to  press,  votes  will  be  taken  on  some  important  issues  not  listed 
here.  These  later  votes,  as  reported  in  the  newspapers  and  from 
other  souces,  should  also  be  considered. 

One  handicap  experienced  by  many  Christians  is  lack  of  de¬ 
tailed  knowledge  of  the  issues  on  which  the  votes  were  taken,  and 
lack  of  information  as  to  whether  church  groups  have  taken  a  po¬ 
sition  in  respect  to  them.  The  former  problem  calls  for  wide  and 
accurate  reading  of  newspapers,  magazines,  and  special  materials 
put  out  by  church  groups  and  other  public  interest  organizations. 

As  for  the  latter,  most  denominations  have  made  pronounce¬ 
ments  on  public  issues,  sometimes  in  general  terms,  sometimes 
in  more  specific  detail.  Denominational  boards  of  social  education 
and  action,  and  the  Division  of  Christian  Life  and  Work  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  will  provide  information  on  what  ma¬ 
terial  of  this  type  is  available. 

One  pamphlet  which  would  be  of  special  value  in  conjunction 
with  this  voting  record  is  called  “Questions  for  Christians  in 
1956.”  It  is  produced  by  the  social  action  agencies  of  twelve  de¬ 
nominations  and  is  available  in  quantity  through  denominational 
headquarters.  It  outlines  the  basis  of  Christian  responsibility  and 
raises  pointed  questions  in  six  areas:  basic  fre^oms;  welfare 
and  social  security;  agriculture;  economic  policy  and  industrial 
relations;  international  relations;  and  military  preparedness. 

Two  quotes  from  this  pamphlet  will  epitomize  the  relation  of 
the  Christian  citizen  to  Congress:  “Before  you  vote,  take  time  to 
study  these  issues  and  the  stand  of  yourcandidates”... .“Christians 
should  help  to  determine  public  policy  --  putting  the  general  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  people  before  personal  gain  and  interest.  This  is  their 
Ch  ristian  responsibility  ’  ’ 


Key  Issues  In  House  Of  Representatives  -  84th  Congress 


]  Housing  Act  of  1955  (S  2126).  This  bill  authorized 
$200  ndllion  for  slum  clearance  and  urban  renewal, 
$4  billion  for  general  Federal  Housing  Administration 
mortgage  insurance,  and  35,000  public  housing  units  for 
1956  and  1957,  An  additional  20,000  public  housing  units 
were  to  be  constructed  for  elderly  persons,  Wolcott  (R 
Mich,)  introduced  an  amendment  to  remove  all  public 
housing  provisions,  as  well  as  provisions  affecting  elderly 
persons,  cooperative  housing,  colleges,  farms  and  com¬ 
munity  facilities,  S  2126  passed.  Vote  on  the  amendment, 
(7-29-55,  Passed:  217-188) 

2  Reciprocal  Trade  Extension  (HR  1),  This  bill  au¬ 
thorized  the  President  to  enter  into  trade  agreements 
with  foreign  countries  through  June  30,  1958,  It  gave  the 
President  the  right  to  negotiate  on  tariffs,  import  and  ex¬ 
port  restrictions  and  customs,  Reed  (R  N.Y.)  offered  a 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Ways  and  Means  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  motion  would  have  required  the  Committee  to 
amend  HR  1  to  strengthen  the  escape  clause  provisions  of 
the  law.  The  amendment  would  have  made  “final  and  con¬ 
clusive”  Tariff  Commission  findings  that  imports  were 
threatening  domestic  industry,  and  would  have  bound  the 
President,  unless  he  found  national  security  was  involved, 
to  take  preventive  action.  HR  1  passed.  Vote  on  the 
amendment.  (2-18-55,  Rejected:  199-206) 

3  Social  Security  (HR  7225),  Would  amend  the  Social 
Security  Act  to  provide  disability  benefits  for  certain 

disabled  individuals  at  age  50,  reduce  to  62  the  age  at 
which  benefits  are  payable  to  women,  provide  for  con¬ 
tinuation  of  insurance  benefits  for  children  disabled  be¬ 
fore  age  18,  and  extend  coverage  to  other  individuals.  The 
bill  also  provided  for  an  Advisory  Council  on  Social 
Security  Financing  to  advise  on  maintaining  the  actuarial 
soundness  of  the  program.  Vote  on  passage  under  sus¬ 
pension  of  the  rules,  two  thirds  majority  required. 
(7-18-55,  Passed:  372-31) 

4  Reserve  Forces  (HR  7000).  A  Senate-House  con¬ 
ference  committee  studied  the  military  reserve 

forces  bill  and  a  compromise  was  reached.  The  provis¬ 
ions  agreed  upon  provided  that  youths  17tol8>i  years  old 
could  serve  three  to  six  months  on  active  duty  and  seven 
I  and  a  half  years  in  the  Ready  Reserves.  It  barred  com¬ 

pulsory  reserve  service  for  men  who  were  inducted  before 
the  bill  was  enacted,  required  five  years  of  active  and 
ready  reserve  service  for  all  men  inducted  after  the  bill 
was  enacted,and  as  an  inducement  for  voluntary  reserve 
>  training  it  provided  for  releasing  200,000  men  from  active 

'  duty  to  the  Ready  Reserve  for  one  year  and  150,000  men 

■  after  one  year  of  active  duty  to  join  ready  reserve  units. 

I  Vote  on  passage.  (7-25-55,  Passed:  315-78) 

*  5  Minimum  Wage  (HR  72H).  This  bill  would  raise  the 

minimum  wage  from  75  cents  to  $1  an  hour.  Three 
amendments  —  to  set  the  rate  at  90  cents  an  hour,  as 
f  proposed  by  President  Eisenhower,  raise  it  to  $1.10  an 

*  hour,  or  provide  a  two-step  increase  to  $1  by  1957  —  were 

’  all  rejected.  Vote  on  passage.  (7-20-55,  Passed:  362-54) 


^  U.N,  Technical  Assistance  (HR  4903),  This  was 
a  supplemental  appropriations  bill  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1955.  Preston  (DGa.)  offered  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  restore  $4  million  for  the  United  Nations  technical 
assistance  program,  which  had  been  deleted  by  a  point  of 
order,  HR  4903  passed  by  voice  vote.  Vote  on  the 
amendment.  (3-18-55,  Passed:  174-107) 


7  Agricultural  Act  of  1956  (HR  12),  This  was  consider- 
ation  of  a  conference  report  on  HR  12,  the  omnibus 
farm  bill.  It  provided  for  a  return  to  rigid  price  supports 
at  90  percent  of  parity  (opposed  by  President  Eisenhower) 
dual  parity,  a  soil  bank,  mandatory  supports  for  feed 
grains  and  domestic  parity  plans  for  wheat  and  rice. 
Martin  (R  Mass.)  moved  to  recommit  the  conference  re¬ 
port  with  instructions  to  substitute  82.5  percent  supports 
and  to  delete  dual  parity  provisions,  mandatory  supports 
and  domestic  parity  plans.  Conference  report  was 
adopted.  Vote  on  amendment.  (4-11-56,  Rejected:  181- 
238) 


3  Natural  Gas  (HR  6665).  This  bill  would  exempt  in¬ 
dependent  producers  of  natural  gas  from  f^eral 
utility- rate  control.  The  purpose  of  the  bill  was  to  nullify 
a  1954  Supreme  Court  decision  which  in  effect  ruled  that 
independent  producers  who  sold  natural  gas  to  pipeline 
companies  were  subject  to  federal  regulation  under  the 
Natural  Gas  Act  of  1938.  Bill  was  vetoed  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  after  Senate  passage  which  followed  discussion  of  the 
Case  campaign  contribution  incident.  Vote  on  passage. 
(7-28-55,  Passed:  209-203) 


9  Foreign  Aid  (HR  11356).  This  bill  would  authorize 
funds  for  the  Mutual  Security  Program  for  the  fiscal 
year  1957,  Debate  on  the  neutrality  of  India  and  Yugo¬ 
slavia  and  on  reducing  total  amount  of  aid  to  be  spent 
highlighted  floor  discussion.  The  bill  authorized  $3.6 
billion  in  new  foreign  aid  funds,  which  was  $1.1  billion 
less  than  the  Administration  requested.  Moves  to  restore 
$600  million  to  the  bill  were  defeated.  Vote  on  passage. 
(6-11-56,  Passed:  275-122) 


10  School  Aid  (HR  7535).  This  bill  would  have  authorized 
$1.6  billion,  or  $400  million  for  four  fiscal  years, 
for  grants  to  state  educational  agencies  for  school  con¬ 
struction  on  a  dollar- matching  basis,  subject  to  approval 
of  a  state  plan  taking  into  account  school  needs.  Under 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  no  federal  control  would  be 
exercised  and  no  funds  would  be  made  available  tc 
states  that  did  not  comply  with  the  Supreme  Court 
decision  on  school  segregation.  The  school  segregation 
issue,  known  as  the  Powell  Amendment,  earlier  was 
adopted  225-192.  Vote  on  passage.  (7-5-56,  Rejected: 
194-224) 


\ 


House  Key  Votes 

(For  fuller  description,  see  page  2) 

1.  Housing  Act  of  1955  (S  2126).  Passed:  217>188,  July  29,  1955. 

2.  Reciprocal  Trade  Extension  (HR  1).  Rejected:  199-206,  February  18,  1955. 

3  Amendments  to  Social  Security  Act  (HR  7225).  Passed:  372-31,  July  18,  1955. 
4.  Reserve  Forces  (HR  7000).  Passed:  315-78,  July  25,  1955. 


5.  Minimum  Wage  (HR  7214).  Passed:  362-54,  July  20,  1955. 
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6.  U.N.  Technical  Assistance  (HR  4903).  Passed:  174-107,  March  18,  1955. 

7.  Agricultural  Act  of  1956  (HR  12).  Rejected:  181-238,  April  11.  1956. 

8.  Natural  Gas  (HR  6665).  Passed:  209-203,  July  28,  1955. 

9  Foreign  Aid  (HR  11356).  Passed:  275-122,  June  11.  1956. 

10.  School  Aid  (HR  7535).  Rejected:  194-224,  July  5,  1956. 
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Key  Issues  In  The  Senate  -  84th  Congress 


1  Housing  Act  Amendments  of  1956  (S  3855).  This  bill  ex- 
'  tended  and  amended  laws  relating  to  the  provision  and  im¬ 
provement  of  housing,  the  elimination  and  prevention  of  slums  and 
the  conservation  and  development  of  urban  communities.  It  called 
for  construction  of  135,000  public  housing  units  a  year  for  the  next 
four  years.  Bricker  (R  Ohio)  introduced  an  amendment  to  limit 
public  housing  to  35,000  units  for  each  of  next  two  years.  S  3855 
passed  by  voice  vote.  Vote  on  the  amendment.  (5-24-56, 
Rejected:  38-41) 


Foreign  Aid  (HR  11356)  .  This  bill  would  authorize  funds 
for  the  Mutual  Security  Program  for  the  fiscal  year  1957. 
Debate  on  theneutralityof  India  and  Yugoslavia  and  on  reducing  the 
total  amount  of  aid  to  be  spent  highlighted  floor  discussion.  Long 
(D  La.)  offered  an  amendment  reducing  total  foreign  aid  authoriza¬ 
tion  (including  unobligated  and  unreserved  funds  continued  avail¬ 
able)  to  $2,765,875,000  (the  amount  appropriated  in  1955  plus 
carryover  funds),  l^is  figure  was  almost  $2  billion  less  than  the 
requested  $4.6  billion.  HR  11356  passed  June  29  by  54-25  roll- 
call  vote.  Vote  on  the  amendment.  (6-28-56,  Rejected:  27-58) 


o  Reciprocal  Trade  Extensi  n  (HR  1).  This  bill  extended  the 
^  authority  of  the  President  to  enter  into  trade  agreements. 
Douglas  (D  111.)  introduced  an  amendment  to  drop  “protectionist” 
provisions  added  by  the  Finance  Committee.  The  amendment 
would  have  eliminated  provisions  (1)  requiring  immediate  publi¬ 
cation  of  Tariff  Commission  findings  and  recommendations;  (2) 
providing  for  use  of  the  “escape  clause”  if  imports  “contributed 
materially”  to  a  threat  of  serious  injury  to  domestic  producers; 
(3)  permitting  one  segment  of  an  industry  to  seek  protection 
against  injury  from  imports.  HR  I  passed.  Vote  on  the  amend¬ 
ment.  (5-4-55,  Rejected:  21-67) 


O  Reserve  Forces  (HR  7000).  This  bill  was  aimed  at  building 
a  combat-ready  reserve  of  2.9  million  men  by  1960.  It 
strengthened  reserve  requirements  for  persons  leaving  active 
duty  and  established  a  special  teen-age  training  program  for 
youths  between  17-20  years.  The  bill  called  for  8  years  total 
active  service  and  reserve  obligations  with  at  least  5  years 
spent  on  active  duty  and  in  ready  reserve.  An  amendment  by 
Jenner  (R  Ind.)  to  prohibit  any  member  of  the  armed  forces 
from  serving  in  a  foreign  country  which  exercised  criminal 
jurisdiction  over  U.S.  personnel  was  rejected.  Vote  on  passage. 
(7-14-55,  Passed:  80-1)  McNamara  (D  Mich.)  and  Neuberger 
(D  Ore.),  who  voted  “yea”,  later  reversed  their  positions  in 
floor  speeches  during  consideration  of  the  conference  report. 


A  Formosa  Policy  Resolution  (H  J  Res  159).  This  resolution 
^  was  a  product  of  aggressive  action  by  the  Chinese  Com¬ 
munists  against  the  Chinese  Nationalist -held  islands  of  Formosa 
and  the  Pescadores.  President  Eisenhower  asked  Congress  for 
approval  to  “use  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  if  neces¬ 
sary”  to  assure  the  security  of  the  islands,  and  related  positions 
and  territories.  Lehman  (D  N.Y.)  introduced  an  amendment  to 
delete  the  President’s  authority  to  use  armed  forces  in  related 
areas.  He  said  by  passing  the  resolution  Congress  would  be 
abdicating  “its  responsibilities  and  (placing  them)  in  the  hands 
of  the  President.”  H  J  Res  159  pass^.  Vote  on  the  amendment. 
(1-28-55,  Rejected:  13-74) 


C  International  Labor  Organization  (S  J  Res  97).  The  State 
Department  requested  the  authority  to  increase  U.S.  pay¬ 
ments  to  the  International  Labor  Organization  (ILO).  This 
resolution  would  have  given  such  authorization.  Bricker  (R  Ohio) 
offered  an  amendment  providing  the  U.S.  payments  to  ILO  in  any 
year  after  1956  would  not  be  increased  beyond  the  existing  limit 
of  $1.75  million  if  during  the  preceding  year  delegates  “al¬ 
legedly”  representing  employers  and  employees  in  Russia  or 
Communist -dominated  nations  were  permitted  to  vote  in  the  ILO 
or  at  any  meetings  held  under  its  auspices.  S  J  Res  97  passed  by 
voice  vote.  Vote  on  the  amendment.  (4-19-56,  Passed:  43-40) 


^  Defense  Appropriations  (HR  10986).  This  bill  authorized 
^  appropriations  of  $34,783,734,000  for  the  fiscal  year  1957 
for  the  Department  of  Defense.  Funds  forother  military  purposes, 
such  as  construction,  are  handled  in  separate  bills.  Passage  of 
HR  10986  came  after  five  days  of  debate  on  whether  President 
Eisenhower’s  $15.7  billion  Air  Force  budget  was  adequate  to  meet 
the  threat  of  growing  Soviet  air  power.  The  Senate  rejected  the 
President’s  judgment  of  airpower  needs  by  adopting  a  series  of 
Deniocratic-backed  committee  amendments  to  boost  Air  Force 
funds  to  $16.6  billion  —  an  increase  of  $912,625,000.  The  largest 
item  in  the  stepped-up  Air  Force  budget  was  an  increase  of  $800 
million  recommended  by  the  Appropriations  Committee  to  boost 
production  of  heavy  boners.  HR  10986  passed  June  26  by  unan¬ 
imous  vote.  Vote  on  the  Committee  amendment.  (6-26-56, 
Passed:  48-40) 


O  Agricultural  Act  of  1956  (S  3183).  This  bill  was  an  omnibus 
^  farm  bill  which  provided  for  a  return  to  rigid  price  supports 
at  90  percent  of  parity,  a  $1.1  billion  soil  bank  and  a  two-price 
system  for  rice.  President  Eisenhower  Jan.  16  said  "we  should 
resist... efforts  to  have  the  government  restore  high  rigid  price 
supports,”  and  urged  continuation  of  the  flexible  program. 
Anderson  (D  N.M.)  offered  an  amendment  to  delete  provisions 
calling  for  90  percent  of  parity  price  supports  for  the  five  basic 
crops,  thus  retaining  flexible  supports.  The  Senate  by  large 
majority  passed  the  Agricultural  Act  of  1956  after  substituting 
text  of  S  3183  for  text  of  House  bill  (HR  12).  Vote  on  the  Anderson 
amendment.  (3-8-56,  Passed:  54-41) 


Q  Natural  Gas  (HR  6665).  This  bill  would  exempt  independent 
producers  of  natural  gas  from  federal  utility-rate  control. 
The  purpose  of  the  bill  was  to  nullify  a  1954  Supreme  Court 
decision  which  in  effect  ruled  that  independent  producers  who 
sold  natural  gas  to  pipeline  companies  were  subject  to  federal 
regulation  under  the  Natural  Gas  Act  of  1938.  Final  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  bill  was  overshadowed  by  a  Feb.  3  announcement  of 
Case  (R  S.D.)  that  he  had  rejected  a  $2,500  campaign  contribu¬ 
tion  from  a  lawyer  interested  in  passage  of  the  bill.  Bill  was 
vetoed  by  the  President.  Vote  on  passage.  (2-6-56,  Passed: 
53-38) 


IQ  Niagara  Power  (S  1823).  This  bill  would  authorize  the  New 
YoA  State  Power  Authority  to  construct  and  operate  a  power 
project  at  Niagara  Falls.  The  project  is  designed  to  generate 
10  billion  kilowatt  hours  of  energy  a  year,  cost  an  estimated 
$440  million.  Opponents  of  the  bill  would  have  the  Niagara  River 
power  controlled  by  private  enterprise  and  recommended  a  state 
referendum.  Proponents  of  S  1823  said  state  development  would 
result  in  lower  power  supply  costs  for  public  systems  and  lower 
rates  for  consumers  in  the  area.  Vote  on  passage.  (5-16-56, 
Passed:  48-39) 
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Senate  Key  Votes 
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N  Rocord  Voto  Agoinst  (nay). 

X  Announcod  Agoinst,  Pairod  Agoinst,  CQ  Poll  Agoinst. 
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NOTE  ON  CHANGES  IN  MEMBERSHIP 


There  were  6  changes  in  membership  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  3  changes  in  the 
Senate  memtership  during  the  84th  Congress. 
Only  members  at  the  time  of  the  compilation  of 
the  ROLL  CALL  are  shown. 
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Write  to  your  church  agency  for  additional  copies  of 
these  Voting  Records/  and  for  further  information  on  the 
issues  for  which  votes  are  given.  Study  the  background 
of  votes,  including  those  taken  after  this  record  went 
.  to  press. 
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